
The intruder

Even though Jerri’s work at a youth treatment center was going well, 
her personal life was an ongoing battle.  

At the age of 24, Jerri had three children, and her husband struggled 
with addiction. He didn’t know how to be a father, and unfortunately, 
their “fresh start” in a new town would soon take a turn for the worse.  

At a training for her job at the youth center, Jerri learned about 
methamphetamines [meth].

“We went to a meth training for work. We learned that it [meth] was 
coming into Indian Country, and that it would hit hard. They told us 
to warn our tribal councils,” Jerri recounts while shaking her head.  
“We weren’t even ready for it.” 

“The only thing that 
kept me going was 
participating in the 
women’s support 
groups at the shelter.”  
— Jerri
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source: Mexican drug cartels. The cartels moved into the reservations and took them by siege. 

The abduction

“Ironically, my husband was introduced to meth,” Jerri admits. “He had a lack of interaction with the children, 
and all of his goals and dreams were crumbling. He had no enthusiasm. He fell into a depression. I thought our 
relationship was coming to an end; I thought the responsibility [of a family] was too much for him.”

In 2006, Jerri returned to her reservation, Cheyenne River, to handle life on her own with her children.

Jerri’s husband returned, too, and told her they could stay with him and his grandmother until she was settled 
on her own, but that fell through. Jerri and her children were homeless. 

In her desperation, Jerri turned to Cheyenne River Indian Outreach. “I heard they would refer me to the correct 
resources,” she says. “We stayed there for a month or two.”

had was packed in a car. I felt like I was unworthy of being my kids’ mom.” 

It was at this point that she contemplated suicide. 

However, through talking to the advocates and the other women at the shelter, Jerri learned about various social 
services: food stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and medical assistance. Jerri admits, 
“The only thing that kept me going was participating in the women’s support groups at the shelter.” 

The director of Cheyenne Indian Outreach recognized that Jerri, in spite of her own depression, was still able to 

the shelter.  

Her home 

mode … she probably doesn’t know how to give her children the care they need.” 

Jerri says that meth is no longer just an “intruder” on the reservation, but rather a long-term “resident” in 
the lives of many seeking shelter. The meth epidemic on the reservation and in our country is a key factor in 
domestic violence and sexual assault. 

We thank our friends and partners at Native Hope for use of this story. Learn how they are working to empower 
Native Americans to seek change and pursue a brighter future at nativehope.com.

will, your life-long investments, personal property and hard-earned money may end 
up going to federal and state governments … not your family, loved ones or favorite 
charities, as you would want. The establishment of a will gives you the opportunity to 
share God’s blessings with those closest and most important to you.

To learn more about various ways of giving through your will, request our FREE booklet, 
Answers to Questions About Your Will and our Will Planning Worksheet. You can 

CRIOutreach.org/will.

Leaving 
a Legacy



New and gently used items are welcome and 
appreciated! Remember, anything you can 
use in your house, families in need can also 
use.
Urgent Needs

Constant Needs

REMEMBER!

each package so we can properly thank you.

Immediate Needs

Our shipping address:
Cheyenne River Indian Outreach
121 Landmark Ave
Eagle Butte, SD 57625



When you become a Rising Sun monthly donor, you join a 
special group of kolas  — friends — committed to making a 
difference on the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation.

Your monthly donation provides a reliable source of income and 
lowers our fundraising costs, which allows your gift to help even 
more Native American families.

• A double dreamcatcher windchime for becoming a
member of our tiyospaye — extended family

• A personal note of thanks from a Native American family
• Reports and success stories made possible by your

monthly gift.

Your monthly gift can make a difference in the lives of Native 
American children and families – EVERY DAY!

• Just $9 per month will help women at our Family
Violence Center who have escaped dangerous situations.

• A pledge of $15 per month will help support our Child
Services Center for abused or neglected children.

• Or, a generous gift of $20 per month will provide
vital resources for the many outreach programs on
the reservation!

Remember, they need us 24 hours per day,  
seven days a week. 

Two easy ways to join:

1. Call 1-605-234-3244
2. Visit CRIOutreach.org/donate

Make the most of your gift to the Native American 
women and children!

Will you be their RISING SUN?

How can you make your gift for the Native American women and 
children on the Cheyenne River Reservation go even further?

Add a corporate match! Many companies match their 
employees’ charitable gifts. Does yours? 

It’s very simple — contact your company’s Human Resources 
 

Once Cheyenne River Indian Outreach receives your gift  
along with the matching gift form, we’ll take it from there!

Wopila tanka — many thanks — for sharing your blessings 
with the Native American women and children and asking your 
company to do the same!

A few corporations we have worked with in the past include: 

Mission Statement
The Cheyenne River Indian Outreach (CRIO) mission is to eradicate 
violence and oppressive practices by supporting and empowering 

individuals, families and communities to promote justice, social change 
and non-violence.

Cheyenne River Indian Outreach (CRIO) is a tax-exempt 501(c)3 organization.

Abbott 
AIG 
Bank of America 
Boeing 
Chevron 
Colgate-Palmolive 
Dominion 
Exxon Mobil 
FM Global 
Gap 

General Electric 
General Mills 
GlaxoSmithKline 
IBM 
JPMorgan Chase 
Eli Lilly 
MasterCard 
Merck  
Nike 

Progressive 
Prudential 
Raytheon 
Saint-Gobain 
Stanley 

Wells Fargo 
Xcel Energy

Interns kept food journals, 
 learned about making healthy 

choices and received  
health assessments.

Three students from the Cheyenne River Indian Outreach youth center participated in a 
wellness internship through the Cheyenne River Youth Project. The month-long program 
introduced students to a variety of topics, touching on wellness in every aspect of life – 

60 hours of program activities earned a stipend of $500. 

they gained an understanding on how different foods affect their bodies, they learned about 

   literacy and food handling. 

the rest of their lives. It’s wonderful to partner with other organizations and give our 
students opportunities for a brighter future.” 

Wellness Internship Teaches Wellness on Different Levels

Native Americans are 2 to 3 
times more likely to develop 
type II diabetes. This is due 
to the change in diets from 
traditionally agriculturally 
driven diets to high calorie  
and high fat foods consumed.

Can they count on YOUR help?




